Essay Pointers

1.  MLA formatting should be used for every essay.  This includes the heading, page numbers, paragraph indentation, double spacing, and using a creative title. 
2.  Do not use contractions.  (don’t = do not; shouldn’t = should not; etc.)

3.  Avoid personal pronouns (I, me, my, you, your, us, we, in my opinion, I think).  Instead use one, the reader, people, or arrange your sentence in such a way that these words can be avoided.  

4.  Introduction Paragraph
· Hook – Introductory thoughts are general at first and take up the topic of the thesis in a general way.  They should not make specific references to the book or the text being studied.
· Background/Transition Information – Name the author, the book, and any characters that you may be analyzing in your essay.  
· Thesis – This is the core sentence of the paper.  It is best that it comes at the end of the paragraph and should be a perspective or argument you are trying to prove.  
5.  Body Paragraphs

· Topic Sentence – Do not start the paragraph with a quote.  The topic sentence should encompass all of the ideas that the paragraph represents.  
· Specific Support/Quote with Citations – Use specific evidence, either paraphrased or in quotes, to support your ideas.  Even if they are paraphrased, the specific evidence needs to be cited.  
· Commentary – Do not let quotes speak for themselves.  The argument only becomes clear once the writer presents an idea of how the reader ought to interpret the evidence.
· Closing – Use transition to indicate you are moving into a new topic of discussion.
6.  Conclusion Paragraph
· Reflect upon the essay; conclude with a universal idea.
· Do not dully repeat your thesis and main ideas.

7.  Avoid plot summary.  

8.  Spell out numbers 1-10 (ex: 1 = one).

9.  Vary your sentence structure.  You want your writing to flow and using different sentence structures will help accomplish that.  

10.  Proofread your essay very carefully.  Spelling errors, run-on sentences, and fragments are common mistakes.  
11.  Make sure verb tense remains consistent throughout the essay.  [image: image1.png]
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